CHAPTER        FIVE

have said enough to show that Gloria Swanson is a
woman with a keener and more masculine intelli-
gence than that of many men. For me, she shattered
a legend-the legend that movie actresses of her
genre have only two moods - either 'the lilies and
languors of virtue* or 'the roses and rapture of vice/
Gloria Swanson moves in a land of far stranger and
far more subtle flowers. And to me the tragedy of
her life - and of my life and of everybody else's in
this age - is that she cannot stoop to pick them*

61